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PRESIDENTS COMMENTS 
 

Welcome to the Lhasa Apso Club Newsletter. I’ll open with my usual 
comments.   
 
Let me say once again a big thank you to Victoria Watterson for 
editing the newsletter. I know she’s been struggling to get items for 
inclusion, so please everyone get your thinking caps on and send her 
your items of interest. 
 
My thanks as always go to the members of the committee for their 
work at the shows etc. 
 
I wasn’t at our July Open Show as last year I’d booked to go to the 
Shih Tzu World Congress. I didn’t realise that it clashed with our 
show and as I’d already paid for my attendance and my hotel I wasn’t 
going to lose my money which was a considerable amount.   
 
Next year we’re having a change of venues for both our Open Shows. 
We will not be having a show in January. We’re joining forces with 
SELAS and having a joint affair in April. Two shows on the same day, 
one following the other. Our second will be held at Peterborough 
following Lhasa judging at East of England. I hope you will all support 
us. 
 
We hope to release a new edition of the Book of Champions next year 
at Crufts so all you lucky people that have made up Champions since 
2013 send a copy of you pedigree and a photo to Jo Beddoe whose 
‘volunteered’ to put it together. 
 
Speaking of Champions we now have a new Breed Dog Record holder 
in Ch. Sandauri Showstopper for Kutani (Imp Rus) owned by Wendy 
Cain with 43 CCs (at the time of writing this). I had the privilege of 
awarding him one of these and Best of Breed at WELKs this year. He 
followed this by Utility Group 1 and BIS. 
 
Our Championship Show took place at the KC Building at the NAC at 
Stoneleigh near Coventry. 
This was our 50th and what a show it was. Jo Beddoe as Show 
Manager had gone to town. The ring was decorated with multi-
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coloured bunting and new banners for the tables with the club logo. 
The raffle was enormous with lots of bottles and other fantastic 
prizes, and the rosettes were also wonderful, in the club colours and 
with printed tails. Mandy Philips had made sashes with glittery gold 
letters for the three main prize winners. Victoria Watterson had also 
provided embroidered First Place cards. Thank you to Jo for a job 
really well done, and Mandy and Victoria. Drew, Paul and Jill in the 
kitchen and everyone that helped make it a very successful day. 
There were a number of absentees but the weather being very wet 
with torrential rain in parts of the UK it’s not surprising.  BIS. Ch 
Sandauri Showstopper. RBIS. Ch Marmbri Tiger Lilly Under 
Autumnspell. BPIS. Tai Fanza Over The Moon at Khinjan. RBPIS. 
Dardanelles Lady Of The Lake. BVIS. Ch. Timazinti Liberty. RBVIS. Ch. 
Littondale Valentino JW. 
 
Well the end of the year draws nigh. It’s the middle of October and it’s 
getting colder and wetter and all the shows will be indoors from now 
on till next Spring. It just leaves me to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and Happy and Successful New Year. 
 
Stuart Keay 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY……………….. 

Open Show – Back to Back with SELAS 

5 April 2020 

Tempsford Village Hall, Sandy, Beds. SG19 2 AW 

Judge Mr John Purnell (Yikasown) 

 

Open Show– in conjunction with East of England championship 

show 

10 July 2020 

East of England Showground, Peterborough PE2 6EH 

Judge Mrs Vanessa Cox (Petitpaws) 

 

Championship Show 

The Kennel Club Building, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire CV8 2LZ 

11 October 2020 

Judge Mrs Sarah Hattrell (Khinjan) 
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Mrs. SALLY POINTON (BALLITO) our 2020 

Crufts judge 

HAVING HAD A LOVE OF DOGS since early childhood, Sally used to 

pop in at the local pet shop at every opportunity to look at the 

puppies for sale (this was an accepted way of selling puppies in those 

days), particularly on her way home from school; she says they were 

probably all crossbreeds, but at that time she had not been 

‘introduced’ to the world of pedigree dogs, never mind the dog-

showing world. As a child the family had a cat (who, sadly, got run 

over, only to be discovered at the roadside by Sally on her way home 

from school); and she was (reluctantly) allowed to have a hamster 

(who also sadly died while she was away on a school trip!). There 

was a small crossbred dog for a short while – but that ended in 

another ‘sad story’. 

During her school years, Sally’s other passions were swimming (she 

achieved all of the available medals – and had dreams of competing in 

the Olympics one day – sadly, this never transpired!); and dancing 

(ballet, tap and modern). Starting at dancing school rather late (aged 

8), she was selected to dance in front of Dame Margot Fonteyn at 

the Royal Ballet School in London one year; and attained ‘honours’ in 

all but one of her ballet exams (and, at that time, would have loved to 

pursue a career as a dancer, but was told she would be too tall!).  

Sally attended Haberdashers Askes Hatcham Grammar School for 

Girls in New Cross, London for her ‘secondary’ education, leaving 

school at the age of 16 with the then ‘O’ levels before embarking on a 

job in London, at Barclays International. As a school leaver she had 

thought about being a nurse, but the entry age at that time was 19, 

and she was keen to start working (the school’s career advisor had 

suggested she become a mathematician, as this was one of her best 

subjects!). Living in north Kent, she commuted on the train to London 

(as she had done while attending school), and really enjoyed the buzz 

of working in such an exciting environment. 
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After about a year of working in London – and quite by chance – an 

‘old’ friend of her father’s visited from South Africa; and she was so 

taken by all the tales he told about this beautiful country that she 

decided to accompany him back to SA just four weeks later, ‘armed’ 

with a suitcase of clothes and £90! And, with the help of him and his 

wife, soon secured a job at a ‘sister bank’ in Johannesburg. Her 

‘commute’ to work initially included a 3 mile walk to the bus stop 

(requiring a very early start) – and back – and so after a short while 

she secured a flat nearer Johannesburg, which she shared with 

another girl working at 

the bank. During her 18 

year residence in SA 

she had a varied career 

with several 

commercial companies. 

  

Sally met her husband 

Ray a year after moving 

to SA, in 1973 – on a 

‘blind’ date! Originally 

from Merseyside, he 

had stopped off in SA 

on his way to Australia two years earlier, but liked the country so 

much that he never reached his intended final destination. He, too, 

had a love of dogs, and they soon became involved in the South 

African dog scene. They actually went to dog shows months before 

acquiring their first dog, a ‘rescue’ OES; this first dog was called 

Tumledown Silver Sparkler, and he won 1 CC and 14 RCCs!   
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“Dino” learning 

where the steps 

were in the pool! 

1973 

 

Sally was a 

successful 

exhibitor in SA 

during the 1970s 

and 1980s, first in OES and later in Lhasa Apso’s. Her first Apso – SA 

Ch Freezeland Bacchus of Salpoint (Hobbit, who carried UK and 

American bloodlines) – was Top Lhasa Apso in SA in 1986/7; he 

was bred by her long-standing friend Susan Macnab (originally from 

the UK, who still resides in SA), who ‘introduced’ her to the breed.  

 

“Hobbit” 

competing in 

South African 

Dog of the 

Year 

Competition  

 

 

A fellow OES exhibitor, Susan’s first Apso was a grey/white Viento 

dog imported from Rosemary & Frank Wallis in the UK in the 1970s 

(interestingly, Pauline Torrance/Sinyul, got her first Apso from 

Viento, and handled several Viento dogs, including Ch Viento Love-

In-A-Mist, who was bred in partnership with the Wallises, and whose 

litter-sister is behind many of Pauline’s Sinyul champions); the 
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American bloodlines in SA were imported by Ian and Lynne Bell 

(Takarla), who were highly successful in the 1980s. ‘Hobbit’, his 

daughter ‘Tarryn’, and grandson ‘Humbugg’ all returned to the UK via 

quarantine in 1990, when Sally and Ray repatriated to the UK.  

 

 

 

“Hobbit” first show in UK LAC 1991 

In South Africa Sally’s affix was Salpoint (she had wanted Whiteoaks 

and submitted several other choices before KUSA agreed on 

Salpoint); for some reason, Salpoint was not accepted by the Kennel 

Club here in the UK; and, again, after submitting several choices her 

current affix of Ballito was granted (Ballito is the name of a small 

town on the coast in Natal, SA, overlooking the Indian Ocean). 

Sally’s first UK-bred Apso was Wyndcatch Pussey Galore at Ballito, 

bred by June Smith. A lovely feminine steely grey,  

‘Lolly’ produced Sally’s first UK litter (by Chethang Nathan (Ch)); 

there were just two puppies, a dog and a bitch (both brindle) - Sally 

kept the boy (Ballito’s Bracken Boy), and June had the bitch 

(Ballito’s Gin Fizz at Wyndcatch); both did well as puppies, and 

Bracken was Sally’s first homebred Crufts qualifier. Her first UK 

champion was Ch Chethang Emogene at Ballito, bred by Jacquie 
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Bax (now Chalmers), who gained her title under Jim Outterside at 

City B’ham 1998 (she won her first CC at Bath 1997 under Zena 

Thorn Andrews, when Saxonsprings Tradition (Ch/Ir Ch) won the 

DCC & BOB, G1 and BIS, aged just 12 months; Emogene won her 

second CC, with BOB, under Gerald Mitchell, the day Dianna 

Princess of Wales died).  

During the mid-1990s Sally and Ray imported a dog from SA, who 

again carried UK and American bloodlines; at that time the puppy 

(aged 13 weeks when he arrived) had to come through quarantine, 

and, sadly, by the time his six months quarantine was up he really did 

not integrate with their other dogs, and was reluctantly pet-homed.  

While working at DW with Glen Dymock (who was born in Australia, 

and now works for the Kennel Club), he mentioned that if she wanted 

to import some new 

blood she should contact 

Jenny Longmire of the 

highly successful 

Amesen kennel in 

Australia.  

 

Sally and Glen in the Dog 

World Editorial Office 

early 1990s 

Sally corresponded with Jenny for nearly seven years before she was 

offered the pick of three litters. From the pedigrees and pictures, 

Sally chose a striking dog pup while he was still ‘in the nest’ (co-

incidentally, she had seen and admired his grandsire, Multi Ch 

Chakpori’s Up-to-Date, at Westminster 1994, while reporting on the 

show for DW). ‘Simon’ was supposed to arrive in time for Crufts 

2005, but, having had a highly successful career as a puppy, Jenny 

asked Sally if she could keep him until after the Sydney Royal that 
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year, and show him at the speciality show under Juha Kares (Chic 

Choix). It was a good decision as not only did Simon gain his Aust Ch 

title before leaving Australia, he won BIS at the speciality show aged 

just 13 months. Aust Ch Amesen Come Fly With Me to Ballito (imp 

Aus) (Ch) made his debut in the UK just two weeks later, at the 

MLAA’s 21st championship show under Bob Gay (Hazgaye) who had 

attracted an entry of 174/242. Not only did Simon win a strong JD 

class (14 with 3 absentees), he went on to win the RDCC!  

“Simon” 2nd in open dog at Crufts 2008 judge Juliette Cunliffe 

Relatively lightly shown, during his show career Simon won 9 

CCs, 8 RCCs, 4 BOBs (including twice at Windsor), and G3 at 

Southern Counties after winning his first DCC & BOB under Bob 

Gregory, aged just 16 months; he also won a day’s heat of the 

champion stakes under Stuart Milner at Bournemouth 2008, the 

day Pedigree pulled out of sponsoring dog shows (subsequently 

they went home empty handed! – but Sally does still have some 

lovely photos of Simon in the class, and of course some fond 

memories). Simon was Top Sire 2009, and produced three 

champions and many Stud Book winners, including Sally’s own 

Ch Raushanara Over The Moon to Ballito, bred by Glynis Arnold in 

her very first litter!  
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Since 1993 Sally has combined her passion for dogs with a career in 

the dog press. During her eight years with Dog World she reported 

on prestigious shows in America and Europe, as well as at Crufts and 

other major general championship shows here in the UK; she has 

written her weekly Newsround column in Our Dogs since 2000, and 

still reports on some championship shows and other canine events. 

She has presented a grooming video on the Lhasa Apso; written 

articles for various other canine publications; and enjoys 

photography, art and most sports. She served on the LAC committee 

for six years in the 1990s, and has been the Lhasa Apso Breed Council 

secretary/treasurer since 2002; she is also currently the breed’s 

Breed Education Co-ordinator. 

Sally judges a number of breeds in the utility and pastoral groups 

(she is currently passed by the KC to award CCs to Lhasa Apso’s, Shih 

Tzu, Tibetan Spaniels, and Tibetan Terriers); and has judged Lhasa 

Apso’s with CCs eight times.  

Sally is, of course, delighted and honoured to be judging the breed at 

Crufts 2020 – a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
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For Deefer.... A poem by Linda Owen 

 

A very special Boxer Dog and for all the others I have lost along 

the way. 

It hurts me to see you grieve, 

Because your Earth I’ve had to leave, 

I know it caused you so much pain, 

But we both knew things weren’t the same. 

 

I know how hard it was for you, 

To do the thing you had to do, 

But how I wish that you could see, 

The kindness that you’ve done for me. 

 

On Earth well I could barely walk, 

But now I run and jump and bark! 

My body which was tired and weak 

Is now all muscular and sleek! 

 

So don’t feel sad that it was you, 

That had that awful thing to do, 

Instead of hanging on to me, 

You let me go with dignity. 
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And now your heart is full of pain 

Yet really you were not to blame, 

I loved you so, you did me too, 

And I’d have done the same for you. 

 

So please don’t sit there by my grave, 

And wish that somehow I’d been saved, 

Your greatest gift of love for me, 

Was letting go to set me free. 

So now although you cannot see, 

Or feel my head upon your knee, 

 

Just think of me and I’ll be there, 

To lick away your every tear. 

 

And every day I’m by your side, 

With head held high and full of pride, 

And when your time has reached its 

end, 

I’ll be there waiting....Your best 

friend…. 
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Hello! 

Well I wish I could start by saying Thank You to those members 

whose contributions have made the newsletter an interesting and 

plentiful read – but I can’t.  Despite my pleas only one contribution 

volunteered and Sally took pity and responded to Sarah’s request for 

a profile.  Only two results were received, so I can only assume 

nobody has won anything they are proud of, and nobody has an 

appointment coming up in 2020! 

I have had to find much of the content so if you don’t like my sombre 

selections get writing! 

Early in the autumn it was disappointing to see a post on social media 

which could have been a thought provoking subject to discuss given 

scant attention only to turn into an opportunity to criticise winning 

dogs perhaps even to the extent to try and intimidate the owner(s) 

from showing .  This is NOT acceptable and if anyone thinks it is 

maybe time for reflection on the purpose of dog showing (to breed 

better dogs and assess them in competition with others) and be 

something we do for pleasure.  It is not life and death!  Let’s all try 

and enjoy our breed and our dogs at all times, it is so true that the 

same dog we take to the show is the same dog we take home. 

Victoria 

RESULTS……………….. 

Hayley Horne writes:  Lippylou’s Doolally With Chanceinn JW 2rcc 

(Chanceinn’s Rocka Fella JW ex Chanceinn’s Nutty Tart JW) bred by 

Our daughter Mrs KL Whetton Qualified at York Canine Society for 

JW semifinals 2019, judge Annette Mappin, this is our 3rd time 

representing our breed at the Semifinals, The 1st was with Ch. 

Chanceinn’s Wizza Dora JW SHCM (Dolly’s grandma) the 2nd last 

year with Taemarus Miss D’appointment With Chanceinn ( also a 

Wizza Dora granddaughter) 

Carol Francis’ Ch Mokadream Zinnia Ruffles has been awarded her 

Veteran Warrant 
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BREED NOTES AT RANDOM 

What an exciting eight days our breed has just enjoyed.  Our seventh 

championship show at Stoneleigh was a great success.  A grand entry 

of 131 Lhasa’s (plus 11 champions entered just for the parade of 

champions) making 269 entries made for a full day’s work for Mrs 

Anne (Hardacre) Matthews to judge, but she moved along at a good 

pace helped by those two ace stewards Mr. and Mrs Browridge.  A 

host of new members, exhibitors and friends watched enthralled as 

she sorted out the big classes and much applause greeted the 

winners. 

Best in show winning his 6th CC was Mr. and Mrs Richardson’s Ch 

Belazieth’s Salt ‘N’ Pepper, with his sire, Ch Belazieth’s Malcolm 

gaining the reserve award.  The bitch CC, her first, was won by 

Messrs. Bainbridge and Bradley’s homebred Botolph’s Tashi Lhamo.  

This sensational daughter of Ch Tintavon Goldameir and T Kreskin * 

was also best puppy in show having made the puppy class with just 

three days to spare before her birthday!  These exhibitors went home 

loaded with trophies, in addition to the Club’s Tibetan silverware 

they will have some lovely permanent mementos in the gorgeous 

sashes sent for the CC winners by the new Australian Apso Club, 

while two of our Australian members, Mrs Joan Beard and Mrs Anita 

Hart also sent them some lovely trophies to keep.  The bitch RCC 

went to Mrs Blyth’s Kai-Ling of Saxonsprings. 

Another great success was scored by Miss Harcourt-Brown who was 

attending her first LAC show with her Piplaurie Bouncing Benny who 

was BOS puppy and won four firsts.  Mr. and Mrs W Weller’s 

homebred puppies won a good brace class. 

There were three nice new trophies up for competition, the 

Ferntower Trophy for special beginners presented by Mr. and Mrs 

Findlay attracted 28 entries in the two classes, the ultimate winner 

being Miss Harcourt-Brown’s P Bouncing Benny.  Mrs Cook’s trophy 

for best junior dog went to Mrs Morgan’s Peckham of Saxonsprings 
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and the Falconhurst Cup presented by Mr. and Mrs Jenkinson for 

junior bitch went to the successful B Tashi Lhamo. 

Mrs Jones chose seven month old Pantulf Cheekio as the recipient of 

the Sw Ch Hardacre Preston trophy, to be awarded to the exhibit she 

considered the most promising, so the beautiful Swedish crystal 

model sent by Mrs Marianne Norbel will no doubt grace the homes of 

Mrs Ward and Mr. Woosnam in turn. 

The parade of champions was once again a most interesting feature 

with 16 parading.  The oldies Mrs Browlie’s  Ch Verles Yangdup of 

Cheska age 14, my Ch Verles Tom-Tru age 13, Miss Harding’s 12 year 

old Ch Chigi-Gyemo (who recently won a very hot veteran class, Mrs 

Matthews’ Ch Verles Puti of Lymbarton (13) and Mrs Brownlie’s Ch 

Rampa of Scarba led the way and enjoyed every second of their 

annual outing – how this breed lasts – one hopes they will still be 

there again next year.  Then came the younger ones some of whom 

were competing, down to the most recently crowned Mr. Moore’s Ch 

Trician Toma.  A poignant moment came when Mrs Madaleine Weller 

paraded Ch Haylemill Katuscha, bred and owned by the late Mrs 

Daphne Green and entered by her a few short weeks ago. 

Thelma Morgan Our Dogs 1976 

* This is an error she was by Ch Cheska Gregor  

Crufts is over for another year and some may well say thank 

goodness after experiencing the most crowded, hectic one of this 

century.  A success it must undoubtedly have been, but for the 

exhibitors both human and canine utterly exhausting.  Crowds were 

milling all day, but the interest in the Lhasa was tremendous and all 

classes proved great competition.  The dog CC went to Ch Charlie 

Farley of Dobriach looking particularly handsome never putting a 

foot wrong.  He is lucky to have such a sympathetic handler who 

knows how to get the best out of him and his presentation is of the 

highest order.  The bitch CC however proved the surprise star of the 

whole show as far as Lhasa’s were concerned.  Her name was 

Saxonsprings Fresno and she came, saw and conquered well and 
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truly.  Fresno has not been shown much her owner concentrating 

more on her team of famous dogs.  However whenever exhibited has 

always shown with credit, her litter sister Ch Saxonsprings Florence 

of Hardacre was the leading bitch of the year 1980.  Anyway there 

was no holding Fresno at Crufts, she not only swiped the bitch ticket, 

she took the BOB and then reserve in the utility group and those of 

you who saw her on the red carpet at Crufts must have been proud of 

her, she certainly looked a picture.  Congratulations to her owner 

handler breeder Mrs Jean Blyth. 

I must apologise to the many people I had promised to see and talk 

with at Crufts, but unfortunately I was taken ill and had to keep a low 

profile just waiting to be allowed home 

 

Thelma Morgan Our Dogs 1981 
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QUICK QUESTIONS WITH……………….Judy Morant (Juderry) 

 

1 How long have you been involved with the Lhasa Apso? 

 

Had my first Lhasa, Saxonsprings Zeal, who was a son of Champion 

Saxonsprings Zako, in 1981 

  

2 Who or what inspired you to show the breed? 

 

At that time I had German Shepherds, and a young son who wanted 

to show, but the shepherds were too big for him.  Also the groups 

used to be almost always on the same day, which was with 

Utility.    So looked through all the Utility breeds and decided that a 

Lhasa was the best choice.  Small dog who thought they were equally 

as big as a GSD, incidentally we called him Wolf.     

 

3 Who was or is the best Lhasa Apso NOT owned by you that you 

have judged or been over? 

 

The best bitch without any doubt that I have been over is 

Saxonsprings Fresno at Jean's when she was quite young, before 

Geoff worked his magic on her.   The ideal Lhasa in my opinion. 

 

4 Who was or is the best or favourite for other reasons, Lhasa Apso 

owned by you? 

 

That is a very hard question, I suppose Ghengis, although he owned 

me, not the other way round.   Not just because he was my first 



21 
 

champion, he had a beautiful temperament, but made it obvious that 

we were all here to serve him, right from a puppy.   

 

5 What is your favourite show? 

 

I guess Windsor is a beautiful setting with good rings, but there is 

always something special about the Club shows.    

  

6 Which dog person would you bring down from heaven for a day if 

you could? 

Another very difficult question.  Probably Daphne Hesketh-Williams 

so she could try to get the breed back on track, looking  and moving 

like Lhasa's should. (Ducking for cover now.) 

  

7 What piece of grooming equipment could you not live without? 

 

Steel comb, with two sized teeth, a dryer would be very handy too.   

  

8 What is your tip for people starting out breeding or showing the  

Lhasa Apso? 

 

Do your homework first, read the books, go 

to the shows and hopefully meet a lot of the 

dogs in their home environment too.   Only 

buy from someone who health / eye tests 

parents.  Also be warned, you will have 

more than one.    
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WHY? 

Many of us enjoy breeding and showing our Lhasa Apso’s, some have 
been doing so for several decades and we all know the hard work, 
bills and sometimes heartbreak that comes with this hobby if we do it 
right, but WHY do we do it, what is our motivation ?  Is it to do good 
for our breed or to enjoy happy times with like-minded people? 
When I first started showing dogs (Shelties) and shortly afterwards 
got my first Apso I dreamed of champions and cherished every match  
meeting win or 3rd out of 5 at an open show, but I confess I knew next 
to nothing about the breed, indeed I had not even wanted an Apso, 
but a Tibetan Terrier (which was considered by my parents too far 
away and too expensive!) and could very easily of ended up with 
Sacha being just a pet while I either changed breeds or more likely, 
gave up showing altogether.  It had all been my Dad’s idea and for 
him was certainly a two minute wonder! 
 
I can remember as clearly as if it was yesterday what made me 
commit to the Apso and that was Fresno’s first best-in-show win at 
Darlington in 1981, I saw her photo in Our Dogs and that was it, I was 
hooked, but still very far from knowing the path I wanted to follow 
and why, I just wanted an Apso that emulated Fresno (and don’t we 
all!) 
I spent many hours researching all I could about the breed, with my 
somewhat limited budget and ability to get to shows, but Thelma 
Morgan’s writing in Our Dogs about all sorts of things, picking 
puppies, the standard, the old dogs were inspirational to me along 
with hero-worshipping Fresno and quickly after that Hackensack, but 
still the standard was so very hard to translate from words to the 
actual dog, until my first visit to Saxonsprings when Jean let me go 
over all her dogs and meaningless words and phrases started to 
make sense as I felt them in living form.  I guess I must be particularly 
stupid as most other people seem to think they know very quickly 
what an Apso should be and it took me years to even begin to have 
proper understanding and I am still learning now, but eventually I 
began to realise that an Apso cannot be an Apso unless it has as its 
essence those things that make it Tibetan, able to not just survive, but 
thrive in Tibet which is acknowledged as one of the harshest 
landscapes and climates being literally “on the roof of the World” 
where the air is at its thinnest, the climate can be hot in summer and 
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beyond freezing in winter with often the bitterest of winds and every 
aspect of the people – and animals – shaped by nature to live in the 
extreme conditions. 
 
If they are showing I want an Apso that gives me goose bumps with 
stylish outline and glamorous (but never excessive) coat, I want my 
own dogs to take my breath away by stacking themselves for a 
moment in “perfect” pose or almost gliding across the yard with the 
smoothest of movement, but for me style and glamour comes from 
type, balance and structure that can survive in Tibet, manmade 
desires can NEVER replace those traits no matter how eye-catching it 
may be, for unlike most breeds which are the mainly man made for a 
job of work or simply to look pretty, the Apso was created by its 
environment to fit its rigorous requirements. Most certainly the early 
enthusiasts of the breed endeavoured to maintain “type” which was 
apparent from the first imports while working to improve some 
aspects of structure and add glamour to their show dogs, not replace 
their Tibetan traits.  Can we still say the same today, or have we in 
some cases convinced ourselves over time that what our eyes find 
pleasing is “Tibetan” rather than some feature that has crept into our 
dogs that perhaps never belonged to the original imports or indeed 
cannot be seen in the Apso’s to be found living in the Himalayas 
today.  Do we some of us now hold prejudice against features that 
always have been and always will be found in native Apso’s?  There 
are some abouts and moderates in the standard which make it 
possible to put a “stamp” on a kennel, although kennels as such few 
exist today, but have we as breeders, owners and judges sometimes 
lost sight of what an Apso is all about because we have a winner ?  To 
me if we want to change our dogs to something that cannot be found 
in Tibet we should choose another breed on which use our artistic 
licence, preferably one with no purpose in life more arduous than to 
sit on an armchair and look pretty……………. 
 
For me the motivation to breed and show the Apso should not be to 
win at all costs or promote  features that do not truly belong, but to 
keep always under the perfectly presented coat a dog that could 
survive in Tibet, in other words to quote the Kennel Club, “Be Fit for 
Purpose”.  

 



24 
 

MADE IN TIBET by Dr Catherine Marley 

 

Many thanks to Cathy Marley for allowing publication of her 

excellent article and for completing some updates to reflect 

recent changes in the American standard. 

The article will be published in several parts 

What makes a Lhasa Apso? In a word, Tibet. Many breeds are 

obviously man made, showing little evidence of natural 

selection for a particular environment. The Tibetan breeds are 

more obviously the products of nature. There are four 

recognized Tibetan breeds. Of these, the Lhasa Apso most 

clearly displays the 

"Made in Tibet" 

stamp.  

Tibet is situated on 

a high plateau 

(mostly above 

12,000 ft. or 4,000 

meters), bounded 

in the south and west by the Himalayas, (29,000 ft. / 8700 

meters), and north, by the Kunlun Shan, (25,000 ft. / 7500 

meters). Since the latitude of the plateau is from 30 to 35 

degrees, the same as northern Florida, the intense solar 

radiation is sub-tropical while the altitude keeps the 

temperatures sub-arctic. The climate of the entire plateau is 

arid and cold varying from a short grassland   steppe in Amdo, 

to a true high desert on the Chang Tang Plateau in the north. 

The only agriculture takes place in the valleys, watered year 

round by glacial runoff from the surrounding ranges. For 

uncounted centuries, the Tibetan people have lived and 
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developed their domestic animals in this inhospitable land; a 

life ruled by the mountains.  

We know little of the prehistory of Tibet, but it is believed that 

this vast area, over a million square miles, was inhabited by 

tribes of nomadic herders and hunters. These people had 

contact, quite early on, with the other people of the 

surrounding areas and established trade routes linking China, 

India, Mongolia and Russia.  

Tibet's history began in the 6th century with the establishment 

of the kingdom of Yarlung in the south. Srongtsen-Gampo, a 

powerful chieftain of that time, expanded his territory into 

parts of Nepal, Kokonor, Turkestan and China. Srongtsen-

Gampo married the Tang dynasty Chinese princess, Wen 

Ch'eng, who, with help of the Nepalese Princess, Bribstun, was 

instrumental in introducing Buddhism into Tibet. Buddhist 

monasteries began to appear toward the end of the 8th 

century.  

In 1206, Genghis Khan invaded central Tibet, by surrendering, 

the Tibetans preserved their right to self-government. Under 

Genghis' grandson, Kublai-Khan, Tibet lost most of its 

independence and was ruled from the new Chinese capital of 

Beijing. After Kublai Khan, there was a gradual decline in 

Mongol power over Tibet. In the 16th century, the office of the 

Dalai Lama was created by Altan Khan, to establish some 

control over the tribal factions in Tibet, and a period of relative 

peace settled in.  

In the 18th century, the Chinese again invaded Tibet and 

occupied Lhasa. Shortly thereafter, the Bhutanese invaded, and 

still later the British. The first British exploratory mission, in 
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the late 1800's. Was to the Trashi Lumpo monastery. Later, in 

1904, another British expeditionary force reached Lhasa, to 

enforce the signing of trade agreements. Lhasa Apso’s began 

appearing in Britain in considerable numbers shortly 

thereafter. When the Chinese Republic was proclaimed, the 

Dalai Lama expelled the Chinese garrison, and declared the 

independence of Tibet. The Chinese never recognized Tibetan 

independence, and as we all know, reasserted their claim by 

invading Tibet once again in 1950 and 1959.  

Prior to the 1920's several British observers visiting the area, 

and living in the southern edge of the Himalayas, in India, 

brought back accounts of the fascinating dogs of the region. 

One of these early descriptions, appearing in a British 

magazine in 1904, formed the basis of our present day 

standard of the Lhasa Apso breed. In the late 1920's Col. F.M. 

Baily, a member of a political mission to Tibet, imported a 

number of Lhasa Apso’s to Britain. An American friend of the 

Bailey's, Suydham Cutting, visited Tibet in 1930, and brought 

back several Lhasa Apso’s to the US. Several more importations 

were made by the Cuttings, establishing the Hamilton line of 

Lhasa Apso’s in this country. In England, very few if any 

descendants of the original Bailey imports remain unmixed 

with lines from other sources, but a number of Americans 

continue the breeding of an intact line of descendants of the 

original Hamilton imports. Their objective is to maintain the 

unique qualities and characteristics of the breed as it was 

when Bailey and Suydham Cutting first saw it in Tibet.  

As a biologist and physician, and for the past 38years a breeder 

of Lhasa Apso’s, I have always been fascinated with the 

physiological and evolutionary aspects of the Lhasa Apso. How 
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did this little dog come about? So the first thesis of my 

presentation is that the Lhasa Apso is a truly unique product of 

his environment . . . in much the same way as are the Eskimo 

breeds. Secondly, I hope to show you how the Apso's physical 

and mental characteristics represent a survival strategy. Last I 

will attempt to demonstrate the importance of these survival 

strategies to the various characteristics which comprise breed 

type, and the need to maintain those natural characteristics 

which evolution has conferred on this breed.  

The altitude, extremes of temperature, lack of rainfall, and the 

rugged terrain itself, make the Tibetan Plateau perhaps one of 

the harshest inhabited areas on earth. Each of these factors 

exerts its own influence on all the creatures that live there. 

Domestic animals of Tibet, and the entire Himalayan region are 

very little different from the wild forms from which they came. 

The reason for this is undoubtedly that the environment 

allows very little tampering with Nature. (The Yak is certainly 

not a creature that one would chose to create as a beast of 

burden. Yet in the high passes of the Himalayas, this 

domesticated wild ox, is the only animal capable of the job.) 

We will therefore examine each one of these challenges of 

nature, and its influence on the structure and temperament - 

the essential "type" - of the Lhasa Apso.  

 

I. CLIMATE  

Galen Rowell, his book, "My Tibet", which was based on 

extensive travel in that country, mentions the uncanny 

resemblance of the eastern Sierra in California, to the Tibetan 

Plateau. In fact, probably the nearest example of a Tibetan type 

of climate we have in this country, (USA) can be found near the 



28 
 

summit of Mt. Whitney, in California. This barren granite 

rampart juts abruptly up from the Mojave Desert to a height of 

14,495 ft. (4,348 meters), a height similar to most of the 

Tibetan plateau. At this height, there is perpetual cold wind, 

while the sun beats down ferociously from an indigo sky. 

Daytime temperatures a few miles away in the desert, can rise 

to 120 F. (49 C), while the night temperature on the mountain 

can drop to subzero levels. The atmosphere at this height is so 

thin, and oxygen so scarce, that some healthy young people can 

suddenly develop pulmonary edema and die unless promptly 

evacuated to lower altitude. This is the kind of climate that 

shaped the Lhasa Apso.  

The Lhasa Apso was developed probably more by 

happenstance than by design. Knowing what we do about the 

Tibetans, it is unlikely that they did selective breeding as we 

understand it. Early Tibetans were hunters and herders. 

Pastoral people have always depended on dogs: large dogs to 

hunt with and to guard flocks, medium sized herding dogs, and 

small dogs as companions and guards inside the tents. Without 

invoking any particular religious significance, we know that 

dogs have always been important to Tibetans, as they are to 

most pastoral cultures. The Tibetans lived a humble and 

rigorous life, and could offer little in the way of creature 

comforts to any of their animals. Much like the Eskimos' dogs, 

the Apso’s shared the hardships of their masters' lives and 

survived or died according how well they met the challenges of 

the environment, and the ravages of disease and parasites.  
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Conservation of Heat:  

The first demand of the Himalayan Tibetan climate is that an 

animal be able to conserve heat. Heat is produced as a 

byproduct of metabolism, the burning of food calories. The 

tissue with the greatest metabolic activity is muscle. Bone and 

fat are less metabolically active, although fat has excellent 

insulating qualities. It follows that a cold adapted animal 

would have a body with a substantial muscle and fat mass, and 

less bone mass than a closely related strain adapted to a 

temperate climate. Heat loss can also be limited by insulation 

of the surface. Both subcutaneous fat, and an efficient, dense, 

double coat, will help conserve heat.  

Whereas the amount of heat produced by an animal is 

proportional to its mass or volume, heat is lost to the 

environment mainly through the body surface. The surface 

area of the body, like any other area, is directly proportional to 

its height times its length. The ratio of mass to surface area 

assumes great importance in a cold climate. Small animals 

have a greater surface area relative to their mass than do large 

animals. Long legged, lean animals have greater surface areas 

than short legged stocky animals. Even in Human racial strains 

we can identify the influence of climate on the body type of 

long time inhabitants. The Eskimo people are short and stout, 

with short extremities, and a high percentage of body fat. Some 

equatorial African tribes show exactly the opposite 

configuration: long lean bodies, high surface area, and low 

body fat. To limit heat loss in the cold adapted animal, the body 

should be as compact as possible and the extremities as short 

as possible.  
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To summarize the strategy of heat conservation: Maximize 

the mass, (muscle), minimize the surface area, (shorter 

extremities, compact body), and insulate, (coat, fat).  

The second climatic challenge is that of solar radiation. The 

same coat that insulates against cold can protect against heat 

and extremely bright UV radiation. A hat and umbrella would 

be helpful. (Heavy head fall, tail over the back?) Panting, which 

uses the surface of the lungs to expel heat, is quite efficient at 

desert humidity.  

The strategy for heat and solar radiation is: covering, 

(coat, tail over the back, head fall) and respiration (large 

lung surface).  

To Be continued……………… 
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THEY HELPED MAKE THE BREED 

- Ch Brackenbury Gunga Din of Verles 

If ever there was a dog who deserved the title of “They helped Make 

the Breed” it is  Ch Brackenbury Gunga Din pf Verles   Whelped 18 

December 1958 bred by Miss Beryl Harding and owned by Mr and 

Mrs Hesketh-Williams he earned his place in the breed’s history 

winning the first CC (and BOB))  after CCs were re-instated  (having 

been lost since before the First World War) at Crufts in 1965 the 

judge being Mr Bill Siggers and the same at the following 2 shows 

under Mr George Leatt and Miss Majorie Wild  to become the breeds 

first champion since Ch Little Dargee over 50 years before.  When 

this momentous occasion occurred the breed was registered as 

Tibetan Apso’s reverting to Lhasa Apso in 1970 (with the warning 

that they would not be allowed to change again ! ) he won 2 more CCs 

the same year and another BOB at Crufts in 1967.   However, if Gunga 

Din (Jim) had never been in a show ring he would still have been the 

Apso of all Apso’s who helped make the Breed as we know it today.   

His dam Brackenbury Min-Nee had previously been hailed as 

outstanding and had won many awards.   He was described as small 
and sturdy and his head as a model for the breed although by today’s 

standards he did not carry a heavy coat.  He was said to of been bred 

to most available bitches of his time and indeed sired his last puppy, 

Verles Jimagen at over 14 years of age (!) and apart from those bred 

entirely from import lines with no English heritage there is no Apso 

in the UK today who does not go back to Gunga Din many, many, 

many times.  It would be impossible to list all his descendants even 

within the first 3 or 4 generations so I shall mention only the most 

notable of his offspring and grandchildren and where they have had 

much influence.  His first litter of 3 was bred by his breeder on 23 

February 1961 and the dam was his maternal grandmother 

Brackenbury Lhotse who was the daughter of Dzongpen of 

Madamswood and Minzong of Madamswood both imported from the 

Himalayas pedigree unknown and Miss Harding (later Mrs Prince) 

was allowed to breed them in return for looking after them while 

their owners were away.  From the litter of Gunga Din and Lhotse 

Brackenbury Kandron was exported to Mr and Mrs Roberts in 
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Canada and was pivotal in establishing the Abbotsford strain and 

distinctive style  

Miss Harding also bred his second litter, this time from his half-sister 

the future Ch Brackenbury Chigi Gyemo who was also sired by Jigmey 

Tharkey out of Brackenbury Lhotse.  From this litter Brackenbury 

Diki-La was owned by The Hon Mrs Irma Bailey (who had re-

introduced the Apso to England in 1928 with her imports from Tibet) 

and Diki-La produced many winners in the ‘60s including the CC 

winner Drenjong Chang. 

Gunga Din’s champion progeny were: 

Ch Pontac Adham Tarhib (1966) who won BOB at Crufts that year 

and was sire of Ch Namista Yarsi and Ch Hera of Torrens, both with 

strongly influential progeny as were other Tarhib offspring including 

Ramos Delly Tzan Fu, Camvale Tomu Singtuk and Torrens Eva who 

had great influence of their time and will be found in many extended 

pedigrees still today. 

Ch Verles Yangdup of Cheska (1967) owned by Frances Thursby 

(later Mrs Sefton) who played a big part in the success of the Cheskas 

including Ch Cheska Gregor, Ch Cheska Endymion and Ch and Aust Ch 

Cheska Jesta among his progeny.  Gregor, Endymion (and also his 

litter brother Cheska Egloshayle of Coomar) were influential sires 

here while Jesta was exported when the Sefton’s left for Australia, in 

whelp to Gregor and had great influence in Australia including from 

the Gregor litter Aust BIS Ch Cheska Archee and his sister Aust Ch 

Cheska Anthea.  (Jesta was a double Gunga Din granddaughter her 

dam being Little Star of Cheska who herself had won a RCC. 

Ch Cotsvale Brackenbury Kan-Ri (1967) 

Ch Verles Nying-Chem-Po (1968) 

Ch Verles Keepa x Verles Karma a Gunga Din daughter (1971) 

Ch Saucherie Mingmastering (1971) 

And Ch Willowcroft Kala from Hardacre (1973) 
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He had 14 champion grandchildren including Ch Belazieth’s Salt ‘N’ 

Pepper which may not sound that many by modern standards but 

few sets of CCs were offered throughout the 1960s compared to 

today, indeed the first championship show of The Lhasa Apso Club 

was not held until 1970 and the line-breeding that was taking place 

to him by the end of the 1960s was already getting complicated to 

record without the help of a pedigree form! 

 

Apart from his champion offspring Jordonian Droma (x Tango of 

Gold) can claim Ch Tungwei and Ch Tayung of Coburg and their 

respective dynasties. 

 

Verles Dhomtuk was the dam of Ch Verles Tom-Tru whose progeny 

including Ch Hardacre Hitchcock of Belazieth and Ch Hardacre Hedda 

 

Hardacre Chomulungma (x his granddaughter Tungwei) was the dam 

of Hardacre Ricmara Premeo dam in turn of Ch Hardacre Not-So 

Dusty of Saxsonsprings who had her own important line. 

 

Lymbarton Chi-Wi of Cacique (dam Ch Verles Puti of Lymbarton) was 

the dam of Chi-Ri of Cacique (whose sire Zungeru Kin Tup had no 

pedigree) who was behind some of the most famous Tintavons and 

equally the Saxonsprings. 

 

Hardacre Gloria of Belazieth (x Hardacre Ang Lhamu) won one CC but 

is more famous for her offspring Ch Belazieth’s Saucy and Ch 

Belazieth’s Salt ‘N’ Pepper who still stands as joint top stud dog in the 

breed as well as winning a record 3 BIS at the Lhasa Apso Club 

championship show 
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Haylemill Jigme Dorji (x Furzyhurst Stenosia) won several RCCs 

himself and was the sire of another of the foundation bitches for 

Belazieth, Verles Jogmaya of Belazieth dam not only of Ch Belazieth’s 

Honey Amber and Ch Belazieth’s Ja of Verles but many offspring who 

provided foundations for some of our most famous kennels as well as 

continuing to produce for Belazieth.  

The last Gunga Din litter was whelped 21 June 1973.  Daphne 

Hesketh-Williams kept the dog and named him Verles Jimagen.  He 

had the possibly unique lifestyle of living in an old Mini car although I 

am sure more conventional living arrangements were offered to 

him!) and sired the RCC winner Verles Peri and also Oakcroft Kizzy 

who was the dam of Ch Oakcroft By George of Cobbicot (made up in 

1983) and his CC winning brother Oakcroft Maximillion. 
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LAC 50th Anniversary Championship Show 

13th Oct 2019 

A few photos of our Golden Anniversary Show 

 

Anniversary Cake 

 

Awards Table 
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BIS, BVIS & BPIS 

BPIS 

BIS BVIS 
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RBIS & RBPIS 

RBVIS 
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Committee & Judge 

Thanking the Judge 
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Word Search 

 

Just for fun 
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Who we are 

We are a club for its members and we are only ever as good as you 

make it. So please keep supporting your club and breed, please get 

involved to make the club bigger & better 

We are here for you to take an interest in a remarkable breed of dog 

the Lhasa Apso. 

 We love to put on well attended shows 

 We want to make the shows a fun and exciting day for all 

exhibitors 

 Remember we are all only custodians of this breed at this time. 

 We should all be here for the health and wellbeing of the breed. 

 We all should breed to improve and carry on the traits of the 

breed. 

Contact Us 

Mrs Sarah Hattrell 

Khinjan Kennels & Cattery 

1 Meadow Drove, Dyke, 

Bourne, 

Lincolnshire 

PE10 0AH 

Phone: 01778423431 

Email: 

sarah@khinjan.co.uk

www.khinjankennels.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.khinjankennels.co.uk/

